that I saw for the first time than that there were missing. Some definitions seem at first a bit odd e.g. trimester: one-third of the human nine-month gestation period, but of course the authors had to limit the scope of the dictionary to the explanation of terms used in the context of genetics in the broad sense.
Remarkable and interesting are the six appendices with the most surprising information. These include the hierarchical classification of organisms, a list of economically important domesticated organisms from alfalfa to zinnia, the chronological citation of important discoveries in genetics from 1590 to 2001, with all relevant Nobel prizes as well as relevant publications in the field. A list of periodicals and websites conclude the appendices. It is to be expected that some scientists will find quarrel with the fact that their contribution or name is not listed, but overall the authors did a remarkable job in bringing all this information together. One should forgive the authors that they list our journal as being published by Karger and not by Nature Publishing (which is out of date by 4 years), and just take note of the fact that our journal is listed. For students, professionals, and non-geneticists, including science writers, this will be a useful addition to the libraries, which will help in promoting a better understanding of the so rapidly evolving field of genetics.
